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New POV disposal policy gives 
home to orphaned vehicles 

briefs 

Organizational Day 
The V I I Corps Judge Advocate 

Office at Robinson Barracks will 
be closed Oct. 6 for Organization 
Day activities. Emei^ency legal as
sistance and claims inquiries 
should be directed to the Vaihing-
en legal office at Patch Barracks, 
bidg. 2307. 

Siren test 
The civil siren warning system, 

including sirens installed in mil i
tary installations and housing 
areas, throughout the Federal Re
public of Germany wil l be tested 
on Sept. 20 as follows: 

10:05 a-m.: "A l l clear" signal for 
one minute indicating endf of air 
raid or NBC alarm. 

10H)9 a.in.: "Warning" signal for 
one minute indicating thewaming 
of radioactive, biological, or che-
micaldangers. 

10:13 a.m.: "A l l clear" signal for 
one minute. 

10:17 8.01.: "A l l clear" signal for 
one minute. 

Witness wanted 
The Esslingen German police 

are investigating an antique dealer 
in a felony case. The German po
lice need the help of a U.S. soldier 
whom the antique dealer helped to 
dispose of his household goods on 
Oct. 22,1987. 

At that time, the soldier and his 
wife moved in to either military or 
economy quarters. The soldier 
gave two large oak wall panels to 
the dealer. 

It is believed that the soldier 
lives or lived in, or near, Woifsch-
lugen. 

Please call 420-6437 or 
0711/2660-621 between the hours 
of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

FCC insurance 
All Family Childcare Providers 

servicing the GSMC area must pay 
their annual Risk Management 
Program insurance for fiscal year 
1990 by Sept. 30. Failure to meet 
this suspense will result in revo
cation of their childcare license. 

Vet services 
There will be limited doctor ap

pointments available at the Stutt
gart Veterinary Services facility at 
Robinson Barracks through Oct. 
20. There will be no doctor ap
pointments available from Sept. 
27-29. Routine vaccination serv
ices will be available as usual dur
ing these times. A l l pet owners 
should have an emei^ency hand
out which can be picked up at Vet
erinary Services, bldg. 139, Robin
son Barracks. Pet owners should 
also become familiar with the loca
tion of a nearby civilian veterinary 
facility in case a doctor's appoint
ment is not available at RB. For 
further information, contact Sgt. 
Coleman at 420-6038/6099 or at 
0711-819-6038-6099. 

The owner of this BM W was lucky; he disposed of it properly. 

by Lionel R. Green 
Stuttgart Citizen 

1979 TOYOTA FOR SALE, rust-col
ored, guaranteed not to pass inspection, 
needs brakes and tires, needs windshield 
and steering wheel, between 3,000 and 
250,000 miles, everything else in excel
lent condition, must sell. Asking 25 
cents. Call 555-JUNK. 

This advertisement may be slightly ex
aggerated, but believe it or not, some 
soldiers are selling their cars for a single 
quarter or just abandoning them entirely 
to avoid hassles. 

The question is, "What's the hassle?" 
" I t takes five to 10 minutes to fill out 

the proper form," said Staff Sgt. Bruce 
Morseman, facility manager for the Bad 
Cannstatt-Zuffenhausen Community. 
"Once it's filled out and signed they no 
longer own the car, and they don't have 
to do anything else." 

Morseman has his own theory about 
why people would just abandon their ve
hicles when it only takes five to 10 min
utes to properly dispose of them. 

"One reason could be that they don't 
know about the program," he said, "but I 
think they're just too lazy." 

The process of determining whether a 
vehicle is abandoned is simple. 

For example, vehicles that are parked 
in the post exchange's parking lot ille
gally are given three-day notices to 
move. I f the car is not moved and it has 
no plates, the car is taken to the holding 
lot. 

From there, an attempt is made to 
identify the vehicles' owners either by 

the license plates or the windshield stick
ers through the Military Police station. I f 
the owners are identified, then they're 
either phoned or sent a certified letter. 
The owners then must decide i f they 
want to dispose of the vehicle. 

I f the certified letter is sent back with
out any results, a waiting period of 30 
days is instituted, and i f the owners do 
not claim the vehicle in that time, it is 
sold and the Morale, Welfare, and Recre
ation division receives the money. 

"Once the vehicles arc MWRed," 
Morseman said, "they are supposed to 
be crushed." 

I f after that time, a vehicle is not re
trieved by its owner or by the company 
holding a lien on it, the impound lot offi
cials turn it over to the MWR auto parts 
yard. 

The kinds of cars being abandoned are 
BMWs mostly, said Morseman, and peo
ple are not permitted to purchase vehi
cles off the lot. The owners are the only 
ones who can drive the vehicle away. 

Once the unclaimed vehicles are 
turned over to MWR officials, people 
can make sealed bids on them, provided 
they meet the minimum price, usually 
based on the "blue book" value. 

A new policy for disposing of private
ly-owned vehicles is in effect now. 

Registered vehicle owners are required 
to sign a statement certifying they wil l 
dispose of the vehicle properly before 
departing Germany. According to Jea-
nelte Johnson-Clcary of USAREUR Ve
hicle Registration Office, the new policy 
enables communities to identify and dis
pose of unwanted cars immediately. 
Costs incurred such as towing or storage 
by the community MWR Fund can be 

phoio by Bob Crockett 

passed on to the owner. Ms. Johnson-
Cleary cautions, i f you have given your 
power of attorney to someone to dispose 
of your car, you are still responsible for 
the outcome. 

German Law and the Status of Forces 
Agreement (SOFA) require vehicle own
ers to dispose of the vehicle in one of 
several specified ways: export at govern
ment or pcrsotial expense; sale as a gift to 
another person with SOFA tax and cus
toms privileges; sale or give as a gift to 
another person without SOFA tax and 
customs privileges after settlement of 
German tax and customs liabilities; do
nate to the U.S. government or the 
MWR Fund by using form Form AE 
190-lZ available at seven pickup points 
around GSMC. 

The pickup points are located at: Wil
kin Auto Craft Shop, Panzer Auto Craft 
Shop, Patch Auto Craft Shop, Robinson 
Barracks Installation Coordinator's of
fice, Nellingen Barracks IC's office, Pat-
tonville IC's office, and Panzer IC's of
fice. 

Other ways to properly dispose a vehi
cle are to turn the car over to the Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Outlet 
(DRMO) by using Form AE 190-lJ, or 
obtain necessary customs forms and sell 
it to a German junk dealer. 

Beginning July 1990 vehicle donation 
to the community MWR Fund wil l help 
make available spare parts to service-
members at reasonable prices. Money 
generated is retained in the community 
for MWR Fund activities. 

So, what's the hassle? Don't abandon 
your vehicle. Take five or 10 minutes 
and get rid of it the proper way. 


